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Dear Friends of Wesley and St James, 

I thank you for the chance to work with you, and the chance, to plan some days of 

not working.  Back from 5 such days, I thank those who filled in! During my time 

away, our community experienced the sad losses of Mabel Ketcham and Jimmy 

Foster.  I send Love and Light to those who mourn them and other beloved ones. 

 

Last Sunday I visited my grandfather’s church, St Andrews United Church, in 

Halifax.  I remember it as a huge imposing space with its many pews , a high pulpit, 

a venerable dark-gowned minister, long prayers said only by the minister , and a 

great throng of Sunday School children. 

 

St Andrews is fortunate to be in a heavily populated neighbourhood with Dalhousie 

University and many apartments and condos .  Even so, it’s a way smaller 

congregation than it was in the 1960s.   

 

I showed up Sunday  because I’d heard they’d just taken out the pews and put in 

chairs and I was curious.   

 

It’s a different place now.  You pick up a coffee or tea and cookie as you come in.  

The minister, wearing regular clothes, speaks from the floor- which is linoleum – no 

more carpet. The chairs alternate between armchairs and armless chairs.  They 

aren’t hooked together-  even so I could hang onto the arms each time I hoisted 

myself up, without the chair taking off and depositing me on the floor-  much to 

my relief!  The chairs were in rows of 6 across . They were almost all occupied but 

latecomers could still find a spot.  Meanwhile the lovely walls and ceilings and 

stained glass were still there, along with the grand piano and pipe organ . 

 

 I asked a few people why they’d gone over to chairs.  They replied that it was to 
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make the sanctuary multi-purpose,  serving the community better, and providing a 

revenue stream from “paying” events.    The night before , the chairs had been re- 

arranged , for a coffee house- so they are already finding out what they can do! 

 

Our St James people are finding out too. They  worship half-time in  multi-purpose 

Oak Hill Hall-  arranged one way for Sunday,  another way for a big service like 

Christmas Eve, numerous other ways for other occasions, such as their famous 

coffee houses!   And we’ve had house church in a generous member’s living room! 

 

Jesus and his friends often did without buildings altogether, gathering on hills or 

plains or by the sea .  What mattered was the gathering, the community.    

 

In our climate, we need buildings.  But let  our buildings be a means to an end- the 

end of caring, welcoming ,serving and deepening our journey with the Holy  [use 

what words you will ].   

 

Blessings, and I’ll talk to you next week,  Jane  

 

 
 

Day and 

Date 

Time Location Event 

Thurs. Oct. 25 7 p.m.  Wesley  Affirming Process Committee 

Oct.25-27  7 p.m.  
W. C. O’Neill Arena 
Theatre 

Albertine in Five Times- see below 

Sat.  Oct. 27  9:30 a.m.  Wesley  
St Croix Presbyterial UCW fall rally- 
all women welcome- potluck meal.  
 

Sat. Oct. 27  7 p.m.  Scotch Ridge Hall  
Meet your Neighbours Men’s Club 
Auction- baking, produce, folk art 
and more!  

Sun. Oct. 28  9:30  Wesley  

All Saints Sunday Worship with 
Dedication of Front Entrance.  
Reader:  Jean Carney.  Greeters: Keith 
and Brenda Pierce   Please bring 
potluck finger food  to follow.    

Sun. Oct. 28  11:30  St James at Oak Hill Hall All Saints Sunday Worship 

Mon. Oct. 29  7 p.m.  Wesley  Choir Practice  

Tues. Oct. 30  6 p.m.  Wesley Lower Hall  Wesley Board Meeting  

Thurs. Nov. 1 7 p.m.  Wesley Lower Hall  
Samhain/Day of the Dead/All Saints 
contemplative gathering – see below 

Fri. Nov. 2  9:30 a.m.  Wesley Lower Hall  Sanctuary Renovation Task Group 

Sun. Nov. 4  9:30  Wesley  

Worship with Congregational 
Meeting – subject: Report from 
Sanctuary Renovation Task Group. 
Greeters: Barbie Smith and Peggy 
Hogarth   Reader: Elizabeth Brown 



 

 

Albertine in 5 Times by Michel Tremblay  This six-woman show focuses on the life of Albertine, 
a 70 year old woman about to enter a nursing home who is coming to terms with her 
past.   Tremblay brilliantly uses five "Albertines" at 30, 40, 50,  60 and 70 to explore how 
Albertine's life was shaped by oppression, poverty and inequality that many women have faced 
and continue to face up to current times as evidenced by our daily news  Tickets are on sale at 
Cockburn’s Drugstore, St.  Andrews for $15. 

Contemplative Gathering, Nov. 1 As fall gives way to winter ,  we enter the season of Samhain 
in the Celtic year, a season when Christians ponder All Saints/All Souls,  and some cultures mark 
the Day of the Dead,  which goes back to the ancient Aztecs.  We bring this all together in a lovely 
contemplative communal gathering,  led by Maria Recchia.   If anyone wishes , you may bring soul 
cakes or something else that feels right to share with a hot drink after our contemplation.   If you 
haven’t been to our midweek Contemplative Gatherings, we sit in a circle in the Wesley Lower 
Hall, and share readings, silence,  rituals and music befitting the theme, sometimes also with 
some interaction.    Those of all spiritual paths are welcome.  Freewill offering for any who wish, to 
support our midweek ministries.  

News from the Wesley  UCW 
Our Fall Sale is approaching. As you do your fall cleaning and sorting, please remember us and 
our New to You Table. We are looking for gently used items such as: 
Christmas decorations  
Home decor  
Entertaining items such as trays, dishes, candle holders, vases 
Children's toys, games and books 
Costume jewelry 
Books and crafts 
This sale helps us fund our Coins for Kids project. For pick up, call 814-0089 or kindly drop 
your articles off at church. 
 

Loving Our Neighbours[ a message from our Wesley treasurer Barb] 

Thanks to you, thanksgiving is sung across Canada and around the world!  There are so many 
amazing examples of the ways the people of the United Church of Canada are sharing acts of 
gratitude!  Here at Wesley United, our generosity is helping the St Andrews Open Door Program. 
Not only are we providing space for this program but you have generously given over 
$2,000.  Thank you! 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King  davebarbking@gmail.com 
2. contacting Sharon Hannan   retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

Sun. Nov. 4 11:30  St James at Oak Hill  Worship with Guest leader  
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