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Dear Friends of Wesley and St James, 
 
The Christmas lights are on in town, and the Christmas music is playing in the coffee shop.  Christmas-
themed events are rapidly filling up our calendars- probably more than most of us can possibly get to.  
There’s excitement in the air- even if the air has been rather full of rain and snow lately, with more to come. 
This Sunday you’ll see us lighting the Advent candles- Advent is the season leading up to Christmas.  It’s 
not as high-energy as Christmas- at least not at first.  In fact the Advent 1 readings are somewhat sombre- 
speaking to , and  of, troubled times. 
 
Even amid celebrations, we face troubles- some from human failure to live justly and peacefully, some 
more in the category of “Stuff happens”.  Yarmouth, NS, saw a heartbreaking example of the latter last 
week- prompting our town to issue a host of safety guidelines for this Saturday’s Santa Claus parade.  
Especially in this festive season, I think of those among us and those known to us for whom it’s not such a 
happy time- those grieving, or ill, or lonely, or living with poverty or job loss,  or feeling the effects of 
addiction, abuse or other tensions in their families.    
 
I hope to make contact with any of you who may be having a difficult time this month- and please, if I might 
not be aware or you would like to talk, feel free to be in touch.    
 
And I hope that whatever we pray and say and sing in our Sunday gatherings, and however we connect 
with each other, we live an honest, authentic good news- not denying the troubles and heartache among us 
and in our world, but speaking a true , heartfelt word of hope and compassion to each and all.    
There’s much more for you on our website- link at top of this Cooperator- including a calendar of many 
events through Christmas and beyond.  
 
There are many ways to make this season what you need it to be , for yourself, loved ones and the wider 
world,  Above all, it’s not about the money we can spend or the stuff we can buy- it’s about deepening our 
relationships with all beings and with the Divine Presence/Holy One  whose love upholds us always.  If 
you’d like a quiet time to reflect on this  you may want to join us for a contemplative hour tomorrow 
[Thursday] in our lower hall.  
 
Blessings from Jan 

 
 

Do you want to own a pew or theatre (choir) chairs? 
These are pieces of our history that we hope will find good homes! For either pews or chairs, 
please contact Sue Stanley (529-3456) or Francie Howard (529-4145).  

MEALS ON WHEELS  Available to anyone in St Andrews who wants it- you don’t have to be 
housebound or of a very advanced age: Passamaquoddy Lodge provides a delicious dinner to the 
residents of St. Andrews from Monday through Friday, with weekend dinners being delivered on 
Fridays. The meals are made fresh daily, and delivered hot at noon each week day. See our 
current weekly menu (link). These meals make the perfect gift for an elderly friend or family 
member and have the added bonus of giving the recipient a daily visit.  For information on possible 
cost coverage from the Department of Social Development please call 866-441-4340. 

Dec. 6 evening Our 8th consecutive annual event for the National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence against Women.  For at least the 3rd year, NBCC has kindly offered us 
space.  Live music. Silent Witness display and Red Dress Project.  Information from local service 
providers.  Candlelighting and moments of silence in remembrance of those killed in the 1989 
Montreal Massacre, missing and murdered indigenous girls and women and others lost to 
gendered violence.  All welcome. Information: 469-5544 
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http://passamaquoddylodge.ca/index.php/newsletter/
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/social_development/seniors.html


Journey to Bethlehem-   A walk [or drive] with stops at all our local St Andrews churches, starting 
with the Baptist church, where you’ll get a program and know where you are going when- and 
ending at the Anglican Church, followed by refreshments at the Anglican Parish Hall.   Everyone- 
and all ages!- welcome.  If you can contribute any refreshments,  please drop off at the Anglican 
Hall before you begin the Journey.  

Warm and Sweet-  Winter hats, mitts, scarves etc. handknit or bought, new or very gently used- 
and sweet treats [can be bought].   

Dec. 12 Open Door- as well as warm and sweet contributions,  we will offer extra gift cards 
[in lieu of food  hampers]- also there will be other special features for this season.  If you, 
or anyone you know in our St Andrews area [Chamcook, Bocabec, Bayside and Waweig], 
might be in need, please know that Open Door is here to help.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


