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Dear Friends of Wesley and St James, 

Happy Hallowe’en!   We started celebrating at St James last week- I arrived at Oak Hill to 

find some very unusual congregants:  a zombie, cowgirls, a cowboy, the Fairy Godmother, 

Popeye, the Jerusalem donkey, a drum-playing gangster, a character I still haven’t totally 

identified, and a cat, along with a few apparently disguised as relatively normal humans.   My 

costume had been seen to as well- and I had a purrfectly amusing time visiting the Old Ridge 

Seniors Complex, following our lavish lunch. 
 

Wesley was celebrating too last week: a lovely new entrance [just waiting a coat of paint or 

two- thanks to the interesting weather!] and the heat pumps.   This may be the beginning of 

many new things around Wesley- stay tuned, Wesley readers, for a special invitation. 
 

Hallowe’en- All Hallows Eve- is a relatively new arrival- it seems to be a way of Christianizing 

the Celtic festival Samhain- marking the transition from autumn into summer and giving rise 

to thoughts of death and the beyond. It’s a very thin time – when those beyond this life 

seem to be very close, when we are surrounded by Mystery: not surprising that you may 

encounter some unusual beings along your travels.  Ideally it gives us a safe way of greeting 

mortality [even our own], and all that lies beyond our understanding and knowing.  If this 

resonates with you, you might like to attend tomorrow’s Samhain/Day of the Dead/All 

Hallows gathering – see below for details. 
 

Somehow, accepting the dark-night, wintering feeling of this season frees us to share the 

festivity of this moment and this day.   
 

Festivity may be a tall order for some of us - especially if you are grieving troubles and 

losses.  Now we are also grieving the sad loss of Wael Maatouk, of the family we sponsored a 

few years ago- his body has been found – and we send compassion and love to the whole 

family.   We grieve also for those wounded or killed in Pittsburgh and hold all our Jewish 

friends in love and light. 
 

 I think of the Spirit praying through us with sighs too deep for words, as we shed tears or 

as we light candles in memory of those departed- as we did on Sunday and will do again 

tomorrow.  
 

Whether in joy or sorrow – or both- may we weave a web of connection strong enough to hold 

us up- and may we light the way for each other wherever the road takes us.   

Blessings, and I’ll talk to you next week,  Jane  

Sent to you by Jane Doull, ministry personnel at  
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 

and St James Pastoral Charge, 733 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 

Jane’s cell 467-1494  
Jane’s email: jvdoull@gmail.com  
Church office phone: 529-3527 
 

Office email:  WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  
Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-
AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 

 
 
 

 

 

Volume 5, No. 40 

Oct. 31, 2018 

Cooperator 

Wesley - St James Cooperator 

mailto:jvdoull@gmail.com
mailto:WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge
https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge


 

 

Contemplative Gathering, Nov. 1    As fall gives way to winter, we enter the season of Samhain in the 
Celtic year, a season when Christians ponder All Saints/All Souls, and some cultures mark the Day of the 
Dead, which goes back to the ancient Aztecs.  We bring this all together in a lovely contemplative 
communal gathering, led by Maria Recchia.   If anyone wishes, you may bring soul cakes or something else 
that feels right to share with a hot drink after our contemplation.   If you haven’t been to our midweek 
Contemplative Gatherings, we sit in a circle in the Wesley Lower Hall, and share readings, silence, rituals 
and music befitting the theme, sometimes also with some interaction.    Those of all spiritual paths are 
welcome.  Freewill offering for any who wish, to support our midweek ministries.  

News from the Wesley  UCW 
Our Fall Sale is approaching. As you do your fall cleaning and sorting, please remember us and our New to 
You Table. We are looking for gently used items such as: 
Christmas decorations  
Home decor  
Entertaining items such as trays, dishes, candle holders, vases 
Children's toys, games and books 
Costume jewelry 
Books and crafts 
This sale helps us fund our Coins for Kids project. For pick up, call 814-0089 or kindly drop your 
articles off at church. 

Loving Our Neighbours[ a message from our Wesley treasurer Barb] 

Thanks to you, thanksgiving is sung across Canada and around the world!  There are so many amazing 
examples of the ways the people of the United Church of Canada are sharing acts of gratitude!  Here at 
Wesley United, our generosity is helping the St Andrews Open Door Program. Not only are we providing 
space for this program but you have generously given over $2,000.  Thank you! 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King  davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan   retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

Day and 

Date 

Time Location Event 

Thurs. Nov. 1 7 p.m.  Wesley Lower Hall  
Samhain/Day of the Dead/All Saints 
contemplative gathering – see below 

Fri. Nov. 2  
1. 9:30 am 
2. 2 pm  

1. Wesley Lower Hall 
2. The Gattas 

1. Sanctuary Renovation Task Group 
2. Choir Practice  

Sun. Nov. 4  9:30  Wesley  

Worship with Congregational Meeting – 
subject: Report from Sanctuary 
Renovation Task Group. 
Greeters: Barbie Smith and Peggy Hogarth   
Reader: Elizabeth Brown 

Sun. Nov. 4 11:30  St James at Oak Hill  
Worship with Guest leader Morton 
Linton 

Thurs. Nov 8 10:30 a.m.   Passamaquoddy Lodge Communion 

Sun. Nov. 11  9:30 a.m.  All Saints Anglican Church  Community Remembrance Day Sunday 
service- Wesley people encouraged to 
attend 

Sun. Nov 11  10:45 p.m. All Saints Anglican Church  Community Remembrance Day 
ceremony 

Sun. Nov.   11  No service  Oak Hill Hall  No service,  

Tues. Nov. 13  2 p.m.  Wesley Lower Hall Wesley UCW 
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