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Please WATCH FOR AN EMAIL FOR Sundays Service – also on the website 

https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 
 

 
Dear Friends of Wesley and St James 
 

Do you ever wonder what difference one person's actions can make? 
 

I don't suppose we're wondering quite as much after this week's unfortunate events in District 5:  at 
time of writing 6 cases of COV-19 plus over 100 more to be tested , because of one individual's 
irresponsible decision to travel and , rather than self-isolating, go about their business,  exposing 
hospital patients, health care workers and who knows whom else? 
 

I share our Premier's frustration and displeasure, as I am sure many of us do.  Yes, I believe in being 
compassionate, but my compassion is for all those who through no fault of their own are at risk 
because of this one person's wrong choice.  
 

Each one of you is trying your very best to make the right choices these days.  It's not easy.  Being 
mindful of where one is standing and walking in relation to other people.  Remembering to take a mask 
with you into indoor public places and to put it on and to wash or boil it thoroughly afterwards.   Wiping 
down whatever you bring into your house.   Considering when you need to take gloves, wipes, 
sanitizers with you into the outside world.  Paying attention to when you need to wash your hands and 
doing so.   Wiping down door knobs, surfaces etc.  Shopping and going, in the directions indicated, 
and not hanging about or going in the opposite direction.   There's a lot to think about every day. 
 

Your church leadership is thinking about these things too.  What are the right choices to keep all of you 
safe- that comes first- as we try to meet your spiritual needs as best we can?    
 

Your input will be very important.   In particular, who among you would wish to attend in-person Sunday 
or midweek gatherings, and under what conditions?  At present all this would take a lot of very careful 
planning and arranging and attention on the part of volunteers- it vastly exceeds what your minister 
can manage on her own.  So our Boards are going to want to know- who would wish such events and 
who would feel safe attending them?   
 

Many of you are in a vulnerable demographic- over 60, or having other health issues, or being in close 
contact with loved ones who are vulnerable.   I am sure you have been weighing up exactly what you 
feel safe and comfortable doing, including attending gatherings.     
 

Personally, I feel extremely cautious about larger gatherings, particularly in indoor settings.  I am 
concerned not only for my safety but for yours.   I know the more of us gather, the greater the risk that 
someone somewhere has been in contact with someone who is carrying the virus.   Indoor gatherings 
are higher- risk than outdoors especially if they go on longer than our quick shopping trips do.  Those 
in conversation with health professionals tell me that those professionals are encouraging more, rather 
than less, caution in our ways of gathering in public. 
 

I don't want to live in fear, and I don't want you to live in fear either.  But one way we manage fear is to 
take precautions and make our space and our interactions as safe as we can.   
 

If we were further along in recovery,  and you were able to visit me in my apartment, I would provide 
clean towels and I would serve tea in clean mugs and I would make sure you weren't going to fall over 
the kittens' toys or have other mishaps befall you.   I would want you to feel you were in a safe place 
where nothing bad would happen to you. 
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Or if I were allowed to drive you somewhere, I would want to be a very safe driver and do my best not 
to get us into an accident.  When I was young, we had a family friend who was a terrible driver.  I 
refused to accept rides from him.   I felt I was right to be afraid to get into a car with him.  I wouldn't 
want you to have to be afraid in a car I was driving. 
 
Same too in our church buildings and in any other place where we would gather.  I am a month from 
retirement.   I would not want to be part of endangering your safety at any time.  I certainly would not 
want to end my years of pastoral ministry by gathering you in conditions where an outbreak could 
happen.   
 

I'm not sure we can ever guarantee 100 per cent safety.  I could drive the best I could and still get into 
an accident.  It happens.  I could make my apartment safe for you but any of us can fall or have a health 
event.  And I don't know that we can ever promise that no one entering our building or attending a 
gathering will get COVID-19.   We are required to keep records of all attendees, in case contact tracing 
is later required.    
 

But if anyone is going to come into any of our buildings, or attend any in person gatherings,  we want 
to do our level best to be sure every recommended precaution is taken and that we don't miss any 
steps.   We don't want anything to happen to you or your loved ones because we did the wrong thing 
or failed to do the right thing. 
 

Please let us know whether or not you feel the need AND the comfort level to enter our buildings or to 
be in any kind of in-person gathering.  This will help us consider what needs to be done, and can be 
done, within the limits of public health guidelines.  I can't promise what we will do - first there would 
have to be sound operational plans-but I am sure we will proceed with utmost care and mindfulness. 
 

I hope to be in conversation with many of you within this next month.  You will also be hearing from our 
Boards as we have information to share. 
 

Let me finish by recalling Dr Deena Hinshaw's story [in her May 27 briefing].  It's an Alberta story but it 
could be an NB story. 
 

She was driving with her family and she saw traffic slowing down ahead.  it turned out: two huge 
transport trucks were driving cautiously either side of a Canada goose and her goslings, escorting them 
to safety. 
 

As Dr Hinshaw commented, these truckers did not have to do this.  They chose to, out of care and 
consideration, because they felt it was the right thing to do.   
 

Each of you surely does things out of care and consideration, not because you have to, but because 
they are the right things to do.   Know that each such choice makes an impact- a positive one.    
 

You make a difference- truly you do - every. one of you.  Thank you!  
 

Blessings 
Jane  
 

 

 

"We thank you so much for your flexibility in using the new methods available to support the important 

work of our faith communities at Wesley United Church and St James Pastoral Charge.  Canada Post, e-

transfer, Canada Helps and drop-offs have been adopted by many (who are not on the PAR program) 

and we look forward to your continued support using these methods until we are able to attend “in 

person” worship services together again.  We are grateful for the many generous ways that people are 

responding to the work of the church and the wider community."  

 

Generosity in Unprecedented Times – please click link 
https://wesleyunitedstandrewsbythesea704293189.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/generosity-in-unprededented-
times.pdf 
 
 

https://wesleyunitedstandrewsbythesea704293189.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/generosity-in-unprededented-times.pdf
https://wesleyunitedstandrewsbythesea704293189.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/generosity-in-unprededented-times.pdf


Also please check Staying in Touch During COVID-19  on our webpage which will have my 
emails, messages etc. 
 

 

Events: 
 

 

Friday 29th May and Saturday 30th May  9 pm      Facebook Live with Jane 
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull  
a short reflection and prayer time to offer spiritual support during the pandemic.  
 
 

Saturday, 30th May     9 pm   Facebook Live with Jane 
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull  
a short reflection and prayer time to offer spiritual support during the pandemic.  
 
 

Sunday, 31st May     10 am   Worship service via Zoom   
a home worship service also provided for those who can't do Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185  Meeting ID: 306 739 2185  

 
Sunday Zoom service - to celebrate Pentecost Sunday, you might want to wear red or orange.   
If you wish to take part in communion, please have ready your bread, cracker or other edible, and your grape 
juice or any other potable you have handy- and we will all share virtually and safely!    
 
Feel free to share the Zoom link with anyone else who wants to come - apologies for the tech problem last 
week which we guarantee won't happen this week!   
 
Plus , we'd love you to stop and share some conversation afterwards in breakout groups and with full group 
"How has this pandemic time and your experience of online  spiritual community shaped your spiritual life and 
your vision for our church? "    There are no right or wrong answers!  
 

Sunday, 31st May       Home Worship   
a home worship service provided for those who can't do Zoom. provided by email or please see our website for 
at Home Worship and other virtual gatherings   https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 
  

Tuesday 2nd June    10-11:30 am  Jane Doull’s Zoom Coffee 

Jane Doull is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185  Meeting ID: 306 739 2185 
 

Tuesday 2nd June    2:30-4:00 pm   WW Study Group [formerly Wild Mercy]  
if good weather: 44 Don de Dieu Dr, Bayside  
Please bring own beverage and lawn chair. Safe distancing to be provided. Ample parking.  
Rain Location by Zoom! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185    Meeting ID: 306 739 2185   
 

Tuesday 2nd June    9 pm      Facebook Live with Jane 
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull  
a short reflection and prayer time to offer spiritual support during the pandemic.  
            

Wednesday 3rd June    7-9 pm      Wesley Board Meeting 
Location to Be confirmed  
 

Thursday 4th June and Friday 5th June  9 pm      Facebook Live with Jane 
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull  
a short reflection and prayer time to offer spiritual support during the pandemic.  
 
 

Please see our website for at Home Worship and other virtual gatherings: 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

 
Please check our calendar at:  https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/ 

 
Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them to go on 
the Bulletin, the COOP , Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on all but the 
bulletin) Thank you!   
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull
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PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
A Student in Need:   
a message from Cathy Halstead via Sandra Garrish, concerning one of our former exchange students in St 
Andrews.  Have a read - and consider if you can help - apparently, she asks for nothing, but I am sure every 
little bit would be appreciated.  
 

Yagmur is in Montreal.  She just finished up her exams at McGill…. all As and A-!   She was planning to be 
working this summer in Quebec but, because of the pandemic, that has not happened yet and may not happen 
at all.  Unlike the other Turkish students, Yagmur does not come from a wealthy family.  Her parents have worked 
hard to send her here. The pandemic has caused extra financial stress on their family.  She has her rent paid 
for this month but is buying groceries on her credit card and is getting close to the limit.  In St. Andrews, our 
Food Banks are helping our NBCC international students so today I suggested that she looks up food banks in 
Montreal in case she runs out of money for food.  She believes that services are only for Canadian citizens.  I’ve 
tried to assure her that the food bank would help anybody (hopefully they do in Quebec).  She is a long way 
from home and her family.  I’m hoping her Canadian exchange student community will help me make sure that 
she is OK.  If, from time to time this spring/summer, any of you would like to send her a few dollars to help her 
out, I would be extremely grateful.  I’ve been sending her etransfers to kucukyavuzgs@gmail.com.  I’m sure that 
someday Yagmur will be an executive at a big company.  Maybe she’ll remember the little people that supported 
her along the way. 
 

This is a very strange time and we are all in different situations.  Please do not feel obligated to act on this email. 
 

Thanks, 
Cathy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by Jane Doull, ministry personnel at 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, 

Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
Jane’s phone 529-3474  cell 467-1494              Jane’s email: jvdoull@gmail.com             

 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
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