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Please WATCH FOR AN EMAIL FOR Sundays Service – also on the website 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

 
 

Dear Friends of Wesley and St James, 
 

This is my last regular Cooperative blog.  I think I'll send out a short note next week, but by then I'll be in 
retirement mode.  t If I am hired back temporarily in August, it will be part-time and so I will not be able to do the 
Coop blog on a regular basis-  though no doubt I would do one from time to time.  Of course, we hope you won't 
need me very long past early August.  We would all like to see my successor chosen and en route sooner rather 
than later!    We may have to be patient though as this is a very important piece of discernment for your Search 
Committee.   
 

In September 2010, I took this weekly mailing over from Bob Johnson- it was then called Wesley Weekly.  I 
changed it to Wesley Words in case I didn't keep up with it weekly.  However, I soon discovered that some 
looked forward to its regular arrival.  Sometimes I got an unexpected response to something I had 
written.  Sometimes a reader was prompted to send an update.  Even when I didn't hear anything, I hoped I was 
offering something to encourage, inspire or challenge, as the occasion seemed to warrant.   
 

On March 1, 2014 Wesley began a Cooperative Ministry with St James, which continues, very happily since. 
This mailing needed a new name, and what better, I thought, than the Wesley-St James Cooperator?   And so 
it has continued.  The title was a good omen, as cooperate you have, and cooperate you will into the foreseeable 
future!   I am indeed thankful!   
 

When I began there was a significant number of people not online - we made sure all the Coop announcements 
made it into the bulletin, so as not to leave out the less technological among us.  Now I have only one or two 
Wesley contacts who are not on-line- St James there are still a few more, but kind neighbours have been helping 
to share at least the Sunday emailed worship while we are "together but apart".  
 

Would you have guessed that you are now one of 141 households receiving the Cooperator? Some are Sunday 
morning attenders- over 25 households have joined us over the last 10 years and are still coming, as well as a 
significant number who take part in midweek groups and contemplative events or connect and support in other 
ways.  There are others who join us when they are in town, or when circumstances allow.   There are some from 
other churches and community organizations who take an interest.    There are a few who have moved away 
but still like to hear from us.   
 

One couple who always liked to hear from us were Gerry and Dorothy Friars, who moved to Guelph five years 
ago to be nearer family. They were especially happy to hear of events involving youth, which they generously 
supported, and of community outreach.   Sadly, we have learned of Gerry's recent death, and our hearts go out 
to Dorothy- it's always a difficult change to go through, and no easier when one has been together almost 66 
years.  He was a valued friend and mentor to many of us - and we shall miss him.  
 

I attach his obituary, written by a granddaughter, which includes Dorothy's contact information.   I spoke with her 
the other day and I know she will especially treasure contact with her St Andrews friends.   If you never knew 
Gerry, you will still enjoy reading this wonderful story of the self-styled "farm-boy from Sussex".   
 
Our on-line community- here and on Facebook- has become particularly precious these last months.  I hope our 
updates and communications in these media and on our website have helped you stay connected and feel some 
measure of support and spiritual nourishment. 
 

I have enjoyed writing to you over these years, thinking of you and wishing you all the best as I do so.  I know 
the Wesley-St James community will still be there for you, valuing your connection, happy to see you and hear 
from you, and holding you in Love and Light.  
 

You will remain always in my heart too- and of course, one joy of staying in this area is that I may see many of 
you again- even in a different way! 
 

blessings and love to all 
 

Jane 
 

 

Stewardship Message June 2020 – please click link 
 
https://wesleyunitedstandrewsbythesea704293189.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/stewardship-message-
june-2020.pdf 
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Sent on behalf of Gerry and Dorothy Friars' family, written by Lisa Friars-Blit: 
 
FRIARS, Dr. Gerald Winston – In his 92nd year, Gerry, the self-styled Farm Boy, passed away peacefully at his home in 
Guelph, Ontario on Friday, June 19, 2020. 
 
Born in Wards Creek, New Brunswick on April 26, 1929 and raised predominantly on buckwheat pancakes, Gerry’s early 
years were characterized by life on his father Oscar’s farm, with his three sisters Vivian, Hazel and Jean. Memories of 
fishing on Wards Creek continued to be fodder for the Farm Boy’s rich storytelling, even to his last days. He had an 
uncommonly keen mind and interest in his education, which was fostered by his mother, Florence (Proctor).  
 
This passion for academics became a key theme of the Farm Boy’s life. Graduating from Sussex High School in 1946, Gerry 
began his post-secondary education at the Nova Scotia Agricultural College and graduated from Macdonald College in 
Montreal in 1951 with a B.Sc. Agr. His mentor, Dr. Nickolai Nikolaiczuk, then recommended him for a job at the Ontario 
Agricultural College in Guelph, Ontario, in 1951. He achieved his PhD. in Agricultural Science from Purdue University in 
Indiana in 1960 and was a tenured professor at the University of Guelph until his first retirement in 1985. His contributions 
to the fields of Poultry Science and Fish Genetics continue to be influential, not only in academia, but in real-world food 
production. 
 
A trip from New Brunswick to Ontario in the summer of 1952 proved to be, as the Farm Boy would later describe it in many 
memorable anniversary toasts, the best thing that ever happened to him. For on a foggy morning he picked up a passenger, 
nursing student Dorothy Dann, who became his beloved wife of nearly 66 years, and whom he referred to lovingly as the 
Belle of Belleisle. Dorothy and Gerry were married in the Trinity Anglican Church in Kingston, New Brunswick on August 
31, 1954. Together they had three children Karen (1956), Doug (1958) and Jim (1963), and seven grandchildren.  
 
After many years in Guelph, Dorothy and Gerry returned to their home province of New Brunswick when Gerry took a job 
as Chief Scientist at the Atlantic Salmon Federation in St. Andrew’s-By-The-Sea. Their retirement Down East was a 
treasured time in their lives, shared with many friends, visits from family, and their dog Sport. In his last 5 years, returning 
to Guelph, the Farm Boy was able to reconnect with family and old friends and become a member of the congregation at 
Trinity United Church.   
 
Among his many philanthropic acts, Gerry will be remembered for his work with Trinity United Church in Guelph, where he 
is a current member, Wesley United Church in St. Andrews, New Brunswick, where he was an active member for nearly 30 
years, with the Seafarers Mission in the same community, Chalmers United Church in Guelph where he served as Church 
Elder and was active in Mission and Service, and for the Gerry Friars Undergraduate Research Awards at Macdonald 
College and Dalhousie University – Truro Campus (NSAC).  
 
He will be sadly missed by his beloved wife of 65 years, Dorothy (née Dann), his daughter Karen Hanlon (Jamie), son Doug 
(Deanna), son Jim (Aisling), grandchildren Rosalie Hanlon (Joseph), Lisa Friars-Blit (Joël), Jeana Conalas (Syoma), Kurt Friars 
(Olia), Dara Friars, Aoife Friars, Róisín Friars, and great-grandchildren Austin and Lincoln Onorati, and Theodore Blit, and 
step-great-grandchildren Alexandra and Nicolas Blit. Gerry will be lovingly remembered by his sisters Vivian Brannen (John) 
and Jean Harris, his in-laws, and many nieces and nephews.  
 
Special thanks go out to Dr. Will Ruddock and the nurses and staff of The Ellington and The Nottingham for their wonderful 
care of Gerry and Dorothy over the past several years.  Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, a private family service will 
be held at Woodlawn Cemetery in Guelph. A celebration of Gerry’s life will be held at a time to be announced at a later 
date. 
 
Memorial contributions to the Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy will be greatly appreciated by his family.  
 
In the introduction to his autobiography, Farm Boy Horizons, Gerry muses: “[j]ust beyond the town, lies a range of hills. 
There was a question, in the mind of a resident youngster, as to whether anything existed beyond those hills”. The life of 
this astounding man took him, physically and intellectually, to realms far beyond, and touched all our lives forever. The 
fish are still running in Wards Creek, Grampie, and you will be greatly missed.  
 
Dorothy Friars  
465-170 Metcalfe St.  
Guelph, ON N1E 4Y3             Her phone number is (519) 767-5690,  



Also please check Staying in Touch During COVID-19  on our webpage which will have my 
emails, messages etc. 
 

Events: 
 
 

 

Friday 26th June    9 pm   Facebook Live with Jane 
https://www.facebook.com/jane.doull  a short reflection and prayer time to offer spiritual support during the 
pandemic.  
 

 
 

Sunday, 28th June     10 am   Worship service via Zoom   
a home worship service also provided for those who can't do Zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185  Meeting ID: 306 739 2185  

Feel free to share the Zoom link with anyone else who wants to come  
 
 

Sunday, 28th June       Home Worship   
a home worship service provided for those who can't do Zoom. provided by email or please see our website for 
at Home Worship and other virtual gatherings   https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 
  
 

Tuesday 30th June    2:30 - 4:00 pm  Wild and Wonderful Study Group  
by Zoom!      https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3067392185    Meeting ID: 306 739 2185   
 
 
 

Please see our website for at Home Worship and other virtual gatherings: 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

 
Please check our calendar at:  https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/ 

 
Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them to go on 
the Bulletin, the COOP , Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on all but the 
bulletin) Thank you!   

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by Jane Doull, ministry personnel at 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, 

Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
Jane’s phone 529-3474  cell 467-1494              Jane’s email: jvdoull@gmail.com             

 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
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