
Home Worship Service November 1st, 2020 
 
 

Welcome 
We acknowledge the Passamaquoddy People and their stewardship of this land throughout the ages 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gathering Words   
For all the saints who went before us, who have spoken to our hearts and touched us with your fire, 
We give thanks, O God! 
For all the saints who live beside us, whose weaknesses and strengths are woven with our own,  
We give thanks, O God! 
For all the saints who live beyond us, who challenge us to change the world with them 
We give thanks, O God! 
 

*Music    For All The Saints  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHwouoBxfL4 
[How/Vaughan Williams, arranged and sung by Chris Brunelle.  [feel free to change the language where you need to!] 

 
For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who you by faith before the world confessed, 
Your Name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one within your great design. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon to the loyal faithful comes their rest; 

Sweet is the calm of Paradise so blest. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
The saints triumphant rise in the bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
Through gates of heav ’n streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHwouoBxfL4


Prayer   
Today, O Holy One, we ponder the way of devotion- lived out by your saints, past and present, lived 
out by all who chose to love and serve above all.  In these strange times, when we are often apart from 
each other, may we yet discern that way of love and live it out, in communion with you and each other 
and all your beloved.  Amen.  

 
Readings from Ancient and Modern Wisdom 
Matthew 22:36-40 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him.‘ Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest? 
Jesus said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 

 
For All The Saints   by Mary Angela Douglas 3015 
For all the saints who go back into the burning building to retrieve 
the artifacts, the hearts under glass that shattered all the Kristallnachts 
 

for those who asked the follow up question under fire 
the one question that made the difference. 
I sing to them who for love of truth forgo reprieve 
 

who have the need to say the word that needs saying 
 

while the gossiping scurry, crablike, away 
and sideways sideways plot to overthrow 
the last one standing in a shaft of light 
 

delivered by angels 
from Eternal Night 

 
They Are with Us Still  by Kathleen McTigue 
In the struggles we choose for ourselves, 
in the ways we move forward in our lives 
and bring our world forward with us, 
It is right to remember the names of those 
who gave us strength in this choice of living. 
It is right to name the power of hard lives well-lived. 
We share a history with those lives. 
We belong to the same motion. 
They too were strengthened by what had gone before. 
They too were drawn on by the vision of what might come to be. 
Those who lived before us, 
who struggled for justice and suffered injustice before us, 
have not melted into the dust, 
and have not disappeared. 
They are with us still. 
The lives they lived hold us steady. 
Their words remind us and call us back to ourselves. 
Their courage and love evoke our own. 
We, the living, carry them with us: 
we are their voices, their hands and their hearts. 
We take them with us, 
and with them choose the deeper path of living. 
 
 
 

https://www.uua.org/offices/people/kathleen-mctigue


Reflection:    The Journey of Devotion 

Introduction  
Last week, we reflected on the spiritual journey of unity- one of big ideas, visions, dreams..   
 

Today, All Saints Day, we are looking at the spiritual journey of devotion- 
One of love, personal connection, prayer.   
  

The Journey of Devotion 
That is where I started - 
As a small child kneeling by my bed to say my night prayers- the Lord’s prayer and God bless mother, 
father, grandmother etc.   
Or when my grandfather took me to church 
Or when I attended an Anglican convent school Immersed in prayer morning, noon and night.    
 

That’s more prayer time than I’ve ever spent since -And yet that journey of devotion stays with me, 
And it likely is part of your life too- if you are reading or hearing this- 
It’s a journey of the heart, whatever connects your heart with God, Spirit, Compassion, whatever 
words you want to use.  
 

How might we travel that journey of devotion? 
If you are here today, perhaps that’s why-  
You sense, or you want to sense, divine presence, divine Love,  
Perhaps in the form of a very personal God, 
Perhaps it feels more like grounding or centering- 
You need this to make it through your day or your week- 
Or perhaps you feel the need to give thanks, or sing praise, or entrust others to God’s care - or just 
settle, be still and let be.    
 

Some of you might take this time daily-  
Perhaps with prayer, morning or evening,  
particular prayers you know by heart, 
Or using prayers written by others- I have a few of those I dip into, as well as sometimes even the 
book of common prayer I grew up with, 
Or perhaps you pray in your own words,  
Or sitting in silence- meditating or entering prayer- 
Or walking meditatively- that’s another way.  
Perhaps you write in a journal- or do morning pages- or listen to spiritually meaningful music. 
Perhaps at day’s end you think back over your day- what went well, what didn’t 
You list what you are thankful for - you ask for God’s help, Spirit’s help as you seek to do better 
tomorrow.   
I’ve taken to attending an evening story and prayer group on Facebook- where we have a chance to 
reflect on our days and hear from others and also pray for any who have asked for our prayers. 
  

Perhaps you say grace before a meal- I must admit I’m slack unless I have company which I don’t 
much these days- but I remember an older colleague encouraging us to give thanks even when we 
ate alone-   
Giving thanks for a meal can get you thinking both about the gifts of the earth and  about those who 
produce the food and sell it and about our call to share those gifts with those who don’t have as many 
of them as we do.   
It could get you into several kinds of prayer- easily.   
 

Or perhaps you pray, in one way or another, whenever you need to. 
I do before I head in to do a hospital visit or before I do a funeral. 
I did it even when I was driving through traffic near Boston and I was terrified- I thanked Jesus 
whenever I narrowly escaped an accident.  



 
The journey of devotion in every faith  
The journey of devotion is common to many faiths of course-  
Some emphasize it more than we do - Muslims for instance are to pray 5 times a day at set times, 
wherever they are. 
Our Christian scriptures, echoing Jewish scriptures, tell us simply love God with all your heart and 
mind and strength and love your neighbour as yourself. 
So, yes, a path of devotion.    
Some churches prescribe more prayer time than we do- and certainly many monastic communities 
have prayers several times a day-  
The United Church doesn’t say you’ve got to pray or even you’ve got to go to church-  
But you and I are likely here because we do feel the need for some divine connection, some spiritual 
deepening, some time with the Holy One- however that happens for you.   
 

Now more than ever  
When the chips are down- as in World War 1 foxholes- we often feel more need for devotional 
practices.  
Many people who are not churchgoers and may or may not be given to praying are happy to have a 
prayer said for them or others in time of need. 
And visiting with those who are ill or struggling- I can’t do a thing for them except listen, and then pray 
and, if they wish, encourage others to pray for them. 
It’s an act of love both towards God and to them.    
 

In these days we may especially need that sense of divine Connection, of Something or Someone 
More, of Infinite Love.   
We are swimming in deep waters, and we need a helping hand to reach out to us. 
We need a sense that somebody is listening- or we are embraced by Compassion- or someone is 
taking the Night shift so we can sleep- or that there is somewhere where we can cast our cares. 
And even in good times, we may want to pour out our love, our gratitude , our wonder at creation , 
whatever is in our hearts, to somewhere or to someone..  
 

and All Saints 
Speaking of divine love and connection: 
Catholics and some Anglicans sometimes direct their prayers to the saints of the church - 
The Saints aren’t God - only God is God- but if God feels remote, inaudible, invisible- even somewhat 
scary and judgmental -  
It may feel easier to commune with a person like ourselves - 
And for some that’s the deep appeal of Jesus-  a human being embodying all we can know of the 
Divine, who for sure understands struggles and suffering and vulnerability and mortality- all the stuff 
we’ve got to cope with too.  
 

And sometimes we experience some of God’s Love - or God’s grace- through the people we love and 
have loved us-  be they family members or mentors or our partners or our friends or our church 
community-   
People like those remembered in today’s candle lighting at Wesley. 
And at this very thin time in the church year, this All Saints and All Souls time,  
Such beloved ones may seem very close to us in spirit- 
And indeed, at any time, we can imagine the loving, comforting or guiding presence of those we’ve 
lost-  
And that too can be a form of prayer.   
 

 
 
 



So, a caveat and a conclusion 
The spirit of devotion is deep within many - 
It can be misplaced- 
When people make a human into an object of worship, 
Whether a celebrity, a political leader, a star, or even a regular person we are infatuated with.   
That kind of devotion is dangerous-  
If someone else controls our life, our mind, our judgment - or even tries to control us that way.    
Each human has the divine image, the inner light- somewhere, but only God - use what words you 
will- is a fit object of worship-  
And worshipping God should lead us not into harm, 
But into kindness and compassion and respect for ourselves and others, 
 
And so, may we indeed follow the path of devotion in love for God and what is of God, 
And in love for neighbour, 
Inspired by the prayers, the words and the loving heart of those we would remember in these times. 
May it be so.   
 
 
 

*Music for Reflection 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baNueuDCue0 

Simple gifts, sung by Alison Krauss with Yo-Yo Ma on cello, and images of Oregon. 
  
 
 

Minute for Mission   Young Palestinian Refugees 

Imagine living in a refugee camp with minimal rights to work, own property, or travel. Imagine families 
living in that camp—parents, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren all together. Imagine if 
those families could see no end to the cycle of poverty and violence, they were experiencing living 
there. That reality is what Palestinians in 12 refugee camps in Lebanon have been facing for 70 
years. 
The camps themselves are overcrowded, and the infrastructure is deteriorating. More Palestinian 
refugees displaced from camps in Syria have added to the cramped living conditions. Youth, many 
rebellious and frustrated, are particularly affected by the overcrowding. Seeing no future, many of 
them drop out of school or are recruited by violent extremist factions in the camps. Mission & Service 
partner the Joint Christian Committee for Social Service in Lebanon, part of the Department of 
Service to Palestinian Refugees, is working to change that dynamic with a program for children aged 
11–15 called Children on the Go. 
The program offers an alternative to the growing culture of violence by providing at-risk youth with 
other ways to creatively express themselves and imagine a positive future. The program teaches 
conflict resolution and gives young people the skills to resist social pressures to resort to violence. 
And just as important for their future, the youth are given practical vocational training. They are then 
able to make a meaningful contribution to their families and their communities, learn skills, and gain 
the respect of peers, parents, and community. 
Your gifts to Mission & Service help build resilience and a culture of peace in the midst of conflict in 
the refugee camps of Lebanon. 
If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If you have not 
given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your life of faith. Loving our 
neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baNueuDCue0


Offering Prayer  
God, we offer our gifts, and especially the gifts of ourselves.  With all your saints and all your 
messengers, may we build communities of steadfast faith, daring hope and abundant love, here 
and everywhere.  Amen 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People adapted from Celebrate God’s Presence  
WE give thanks for witnesses of the faith, O God; 
for those who have helped us hear the story of your people, 
for the ways the story has touched our lives. 
Thank you for the evangelists who have written the gospels; 
for the power of their telling. 
Thank you for the prophets who have disturbed us; 
for their ability to help us examine our living. 
Thank you for those people we have known 
who have lived out the faith; 
for the inspiration they have been to us. 
Thank you for the courageous disciples 
who have stood up for their beliefs; for their example. 
  
We would also be witnesses to the faith, 
as we seek justice and love kindness. 
as we draw courage and energy from those who have lived and served before us, 
and from those who bear faithful witness in dangerous places and times. 
We pray for the saints in our midst, all those who help us travel a faithful path, 
all those through whom your Wisdom guides us, and your compassion nourishes us. 
We pray this week for our neighbours south of the border- as election night approaches- and we pray 
for peace and healing in the days following. 
We pray for those in France grieving losses from terrorist attacks, and all suffering the effects of 
violence, all burdened by fear.   
We pray also for those who are suffering from COVID- 19 , those who are the front line workers, all 
those who find this time especially worrisome or isolating- and those known to us who are suffering in 
body ,mind, and spirit, 
those who are ill, 
We remember them in a moment of silence..... 
We trust them and ourselves to that Love, Compassion and wisdom which is our constant home. 
May that Love, Compassion and Wisdom work through each of us as we seek to make a difference in 
this world. . 
These and all the prayers of our hearts we offer to you, most loving God, in the name of the one who 
called unlikely people to be saints and taught his friends to pray together: Our Father [or Creator…] 

 
 
 
Ministry and Mission, Joys and Concerns 
Tonight at 7 we gather for Samhain/Day of the Dead in Wesley sanctuary.  
 
 
 
 
 



Music for Going Forth     VU 684  Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro 
[words attributed to St Francis of Assisi ] sung by Dragon School choir- words below are our more inclusive version. 

This choir adds a bonus verse at the end. 

 
Make me a channel of your peace, 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury , your healing power, 
And where there’s doubt true faith in you. 

 
O Spirit, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand 

to be loved as to love with all my heart. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 
And where there’e sadness, ever joy. 

 
O Spirit,  etc. 

 
Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving to all that we receive, 

And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 
 
 

Words of Parting and Blessing 
For those who walked with us, 
this is a prayer. 
For those who have gone ahead, 
this is a blessing. 
For those who touched and tended us, 
who lingered with us while they lived, 
this is a thanksgiving. 
For those who journey still with us 
in the shadows of awareness, 
in the crevices of memory, 
in the landscape of our dreams, 
this is a benediction. 
 
 

Credit: Gathering Words from Janet Morley, Bread for the World.  Prayers of the People adapted by 
Jane from Celebrate God’s Presence; words  of parting and blessing by Jan L. Richardson, In 
Wisdom’s Path  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro

