
 

 

Home Worship April 18th, 2021 
Easter 3  

 
 

Centering Ourselves for Worship    

As we prepare now to worship together while apart, I invite you to take three slow, deep breaths and 
allow your space to become worship space for this time.  [brief silence] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighting of Candle   

Let the light of a new dawn and a new season and a Holy One risen to new life shine upon you and 
among us all this morning. 
 

Gathering Words 
A new day has dawned.   Light is at the heart of things. 
Hope is at hand.  A feast of abundance is prepared. 
Come and hear the good news.   Let us gather with joyful and thankful hearts.  
 

Opening Music  Joy Comes with the Dawn   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Yr8duvrpc 
Light’Robinson 

 
“Joy comes with the dawn; 
Joy comes with the morning sun, 
Joy springs from the tomb and scatters the night with her song, 
Joy comes with the dawn. 
Weeping may come; 
Weeping may come in the night, when dark shadows cloud our sight. 
Sorrow will turn, 
Sorrow will turn into song, and God’s laughter makes us strong. 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and give praise, to the One who brings us grace.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69Yr8duvrpc


 

 

Prayer 
We are not alone!  Divine Compassion upholds us.  Holy Wisdom guides us.  We have the gift 
of beloved community.   We have Light and Love within each one of us, the image of the Holy.   
Together we can be strong. Together we can hear your Spirit’s prompting.  Together we can 
speak and live for change, for all beloved beings and for this precious earth. May it be so!   
 

Readings from Ancient and Modern Wisdom        Read by Janice Fairney 

Luke 24:26-38. Another Easter story 
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you. ’They were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 
‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
 

Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have. ’when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything 
here to eat? ’They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled. ’Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
 

Poem   Primary Wonder  
by Denise Levertov [1923-1997, a British/American poet, teacher and humanitarian, daughter of a Hasidic Jewish refugee 
from Russia who became an Anglican priest, She converted to Christianity as a Catholic, later in life.] 
 

Days pass when I forget the mystery. 
Problems insoluble and problems offering 
their own ignored solutions 
jostle for my attention, they crowd its antechamber 
along with a host of diversions, my courtiers, wearing 
their coloured clothes; cap and bells. 
And then 
once more the quiet mystery 
is present to me, the throng's clamor 
recedes: the mystery 
that there is anything, anything at all, 
let alone cosmos, joy, memory, everything, 
rather than void: and that, O Lord, 
Creator, Hallowed One, You still, 
hour by hour sustain it. 

 
 

Special Music  This Day of Resurrection Joy 

https://vimeo.com/529800980 
[Gillette/Strathdee performed by the Strathdees] 

 

https://vimeo.com/529800980


 

 

Reflection    Another take on Easter   
[in what follows I call the author of this Gospel “Luke”- a reminder that we don’t actually know who wrote it] 

 

A difficult Easter story.  
I’ve avoided it for decades- but now I look it in the face-  
And ask it a lot of questions.   
 

Instead- to the questions raised for me by this particular story: 
 

First, “Luke” insists that Jesus takes a fish and eats it to prove he’s not a ghost, since ghosts don’t eat.   

Now that works fine if you believe that Jesus rose again in a human body just like ours, able to do 
everything humans do. 
But it goes against other gospel stories where Jesus isn’t as he used to be- people don’t recognize 
him,  he shows up behind locked doors , he disappears into thin air, later on they just stop seeing him 
any more, or he is seen taken up to heaven.  
When I tell people you don’t have to believe Jesus literally came back just the way he was- and 
indeed many scholars would say , that’s a misunderstanding-  
What do I do with this story?   
 

Well, read this story as you will, but here’s another problem: 
The  whole story of Jesus’ death and resurrection is depicted as something that had to happen,  
Foretold by everything in the First Testament, the Law and the Prophets. 
It may seem so to us but not to Jewish readers and scholars and teachers. 
Plus- what does it say to us if Jesus’ death had to happen? 
Can we say that suffering  and violence have to happen as part of God’s big picture?   
What does that do to human free will?   
Human responsibility for human inhumanity?    
Are we merely puppets ?   
Can we ever say- it had to happen? 
I can’t. 
 

And here’s another problem-  
What are the disciples to go out and preach? 
Not justice, not peace, not liberation, not God’s love- 
But repentance and forgiveness of sins? 
Is that what everyone needs to hear? 
Is that a message for those who are abused, who’ve been downtrodden, who’ve been told forever 
they are no good? 
 

So what is “Luke” up to ? 
“Luke” wants to tell a big history from the beginning into the future- 
It’s not history the way we would tell it- 
But a salvation history, a history of God ’s saving and redeeming and forgiving work with human 
beings- 
Within a world view that puts Jesus at the centre- 
 

What comes before Jesus is what’s in “Luke’”s Bible - a  Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, our 
Old Testament-  
-for “Luke”. everything before leads up to Jesus’ life and death and resurrection- 
And everything after flows out of that. 
 

And the way “Luke” writes his gospel invites us to see it that way too. 
So that everything we’ve read earlier on in the Bible points to the story of Jesus- 
And everything that happens afterwards is shaped by that story. 



 

 

But remember - much as Luke’s gospel looks like history, it’s history shaped the way he wants it- he 
makes the Jesus story fit neatly with everything that came earlier-  
 

We are getting Luke’s world view  
It’s a world view that likes to connect the dots, 
Everything is in order, 
Everything is explained, 
Loose ends are tied up. 
 

I think that’s why Jesus has to eat the fish, in this story.   
The Road to Emmaus story showed Jesus breaking the bread but he’s gone before the sacred meal, 
the communion happens- 
Here, he’s around for communion, 
Which in the gospels can use fish as well as bread- 
Remember the feeding of the 5000- bread and fish. 
 

Plus “Luke” doesn’t want to take any chances, leave any openings- 
Leave room for doubt, or opinion- 
Everything’s all sewn up.   
 

And “Luke”’s God is very orderly too- 
Everything is planned, everything makes sense, everything has to be for a reason. 
 

Some would agree” “There are no accidents. 
It’s all planned. 
It’s all meant to be.” 
And sometimes I can look back over my life or even shared experiences with this and other faith 
communities, and yes, much makes sense, more than it did at the time.   
I do see God’s Spirit moving in the mix!  
 

But does  “Luke’s “big picture” work for everything and everyone? 
I would say not. 
Like everyone he’s speaking from where he is, what he sees, what he knows, and he doesn't speak 
for everyone.   
He’s limited to his time and place, more than he knows. 
 

For him, perhaps it’s comforting to see suffering, Jesus’ suffering or anyone else, as part of a great 
master plan which makes everything OK in the end. 
Trouble is- if Jesus’ suffering and death are OK because Easter came after-  
What about.the suffering of so many others- 
Often followed by no good outcome-  
And even if something good did come , say out of a compassionate response to that suffering,  would 
that make the suffering OK?   
 

From where I sit,  
I cannot make light of human suffering, 
Or indeed the suffering of other beings, 
For me a Divine Being who would cause suffering and grief even for a greater good 
Is like a scary dictator or fanatic  
With grand designs in which too many humans are expendable. 
Even worse is a Divine Father who’d plan in any way to sacrifice his son. 
Jesus died, I submit, because powerful humans wanted him gone, and I would guess that 
Father/Mother God wept with those who mourned.  
 



 

 

I cannot forget:   Too many have been sacrificed to the grand schemes of the powerful. 
Too many abuses and deaths have been tolerated as collateral damage. 
 

And so I am wary of divine master plans,   
And of anything that makes injustice and violence tolerable. 
Better to leave some loose ends, some unanswered questions,  
And as for how we come through Good Friday to Easter, 
There remains a mystery -of which poets like Denise Levertov speak. 
 

But “Luke” does give us a path to something better 
“Luke”’s Jesus isn’t imprisoned within a big master plan- 
There is room after all for humans to change things for the better- 
He has Jesus say- get out there, say something, do something. 
 

Repentance is not where I’d begin with everyone - 
Sometimes people have heard too much of how bad or flawed they are- 
Sometimes, often, we need first to hear: 
“You are made in God’s Image. You are beloved.  “  
 

But ‘repentance” doesn’t have to be about individual guilt and unworthiness-  
The Greek word it comes from is much more positive-  
It’s about Change,  
Changing minds, 
Changing hearts,  
Changing lives. 
It’s about new Life not just for Jesus but for everyone,   
As we seek to live more compassionately, more abundantly, more generously,   
As we seek to live better on this earth, better in community.   
 

And note- “Lukes’” Jesus sends the disciples out to preach to all nations-  
Like Jesus and other prophets, holding whole communities and their leaders to account.   
 

Today still our nation, our province, our communities still need to repent, to change for the better. 
So a report by a retired judge holds Toronto police accountable for failing LBGT2 people - and the 
chief of police is repenting, committing to big changes. 
So our nation, our province still have major repenting to do in relation to indigenous people - we 
settlers still have not got the message much less changed our ways. 
So all of us need to hear and act on the message to repent our treatment of the planet and do better.   
And so 
we make Resurrection Day happen again and again as we speak and live words of change for the 
better, for ourselves and for all. 
And in this we love God’s world as God so loves the world- and God work’s with us and in us to make 
a new heaven and a new earth. 
May it be so.  Amen.  
 
 

Music for Reflection  This is my Father’s World  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLMho8F2k30 
arr. Hagenberg sung by an amazing ensemble from Timothy Eaton Memorial United Church, who have given us some 

beautiful pieces. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLMho8F2k30


 

 

Offering Prayer 
As we sing a love song to creation and Creator, we live out that love in care of earth and earth’s 
people and creatures.  We offer our time, talent and treasure to strengthen our faith community, 
and be a voice for the most vulnerable, including land and water and habitat, and for those who 
risk their lives for love of creatures and creation.  May new life come of our giving and our living. 
Amen.  
 

The Community at Prayer 
Holy One, we ponder still the mysteries of Easter, 
And seek to deepen our compassion  
For all who suffer, all who mourn,  
For all living beings who need our care and our justice-seeking. 
May we work alongside all who love this world as you so love it, 
Honouring the stories of the most vulnerable, the forgotten, 
Hearing their truth, 
And seeking a restored, reconciled world where none are overlooked, 
None are sacrificed, 
All have the safety, the respect, the care they need. 
 

In these days we pray for indigenous persons and communities, 
And as settlers we pray for guidance in listening better,   
Learning the history as we need to,  
Seeking to remedy past injustices and find a path we can walk side by side. 
May we listen also to the stories, the voices, the cries of all those mistreated and abused and 
endangered because of their colour or their creed or their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 

As we boil water this week in Saint Andrews, may we all become mindful of the water we use, its gift 
and blessing, the need to respect it, the need to safeguard it, the need to make clean water available 
to all - 
May we commit to good news, not just for ourselves but for those who need it the most in our world- 
including your creatures and your creation. 
 

In these days, we remember those who are suffering illness or grief or any other hardship- 
We remember our Queen and the Royal Family in their time of mourning,  
We remember those observing a bitter anniversary in Nova Scotia and beyond, 
And all who mourn. 
In a moment of silence we hold in Love and Light those who need our prayers.  
These and all our prayers we gather into the words we share as community with those around the 
world and across the ages:  Our Father [or Creator] etc.   
 
 

Stewardship Seconds 

How are our stewardship practices affected when we consider that we are all God’s children? 

 
Announcements, Joys and Concerns  
Next week Ali Anningson will lead you in worship, 9:30 at Wesley, 11:30 at Oak Hill - the St James 
service will be a shorter one, followed by your St James Annual Meeting.  You will also receive an At 
Home service.  Jane will not do a FB Live or Friday coffee break this coming week as she will be 
attending, virtually, the Spiritual Directors International Conference.  
 



 

 

Closing Music    This Joyful Eastertide  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzwzylF-J0o 
[Woodward/Oudaen, sung by a quarter from St John’s Episcopal Church, Boulder, Colorado] 

 
 

Blessing and Sending Forth  
Let us go forth renewed for loving service, true friendship and joyful witness.  Let us allow the 
Spirit of healing and hope to work through us in our homes, our workplaces, our communities.   
Let us live as people touched by the Spirit, people growing and deepening in faith, hope and 
love.  And may the blessing of the Holy One who brings us to birth, gives us new life and 
journeys with us as our companion be with you and all, now and always. Amen 

 
Sharing the light    
And as we leave this space and time of worship, the light goes with us- warming us and renewing us 
as the days grow longer and brighter, and Hope is alive in our hearts!   
 

Centering words by Susan Lukey from Gathering L/E/P 2021.. Other Prayers by Jane 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzwzylF-J0o

