
, 
 

 
Please WATCH FOR AN EMAIL FOR the Home Worship Service and ZOOM Service– also on the website 

https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/  
 

Here we are between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Apparently, Mother’s Day was first promoted in 
1905 by Anne Jarvis of West Virginia, whose mother died that year. By 1914 U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson declared Mother’s Day an official holiday. Very soon Mother’s Day became very 
commercialized, as card manufacturers, florists and chocolate makers jumped on the sentimental 
bandwagon. So poor Ms. Jarvis spent many years trying to get Mother’s Day removed from the 
calendar and bringing lawsuits against the profiteers.   
 
That battle against commercialization has been lost, and some people feel ambivalent about Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day for other reasons. What about those who don’t have, or can’t have, children? 
What about people who have had less than ideal parents? And is a ritual day once a year enough to 
build a sense of gratitude in a child? 
 
Jane used a broader interpretation of mothering in the sermon last Sunday. Parental roles have blurred, 
and families take so many different shapes now. And we all recognize the importance of teachers, 
coaches, ministers, neighbours and friends in raising a child. So maybe we should collapse Mother 
and Father’s Day into “Elder’s Day”, a day to celebrate all the wisdom, nurture and caring that is passed 
from older to younger generations. A day to recognize the proverbial village that raises a child.  
 
When my elderly mother, a former schoolteacher, lived in 
St. Andrews, a small group of neighbouring children 
became attached to her as a sort of grandmother figure. 
They would stop by her house for her stories and her 
listening ear. (and for the ritual five jellybeans that she 
allowed each visit). The family called them Mom’s 
Jellybean Kids. I suspect they found her charmingly old 
fashioned, as she baked bread and cookies, knit mittens, 
hung clothes on the line and told them stories of country life 
eighty years ago. It meant the world to her to have these 
children pop by, and the children seemed to love her. It was 
a marvelous reciprocal relationship.  
 
Fred Rogers said, “From the time you were very little, you've had people who have smiled you 
into smiling, people who have talked you into talking, sung you into singing, loved you into loving.”  
Think of all the people who influenced and supported you and the children in your life. Thank goodness 
for all those guiding lights!! Thank you for the patient, loving parents, the gentle teacher who looked 
out for us, the woman at church who made us feel special, the uncle who had our back, the nurse that 
cared for us. Thank you for the teacher who understood our challenging child, the grandparent who 
made her feel so loved, the soccer coach who challenged him, the professor who helped her find 
herself, the neighbour whose door was always open.  
 
Remember the potency of your interactions with children and youth, for they can also learn a lot of 
horrible behaviours from us.  We are all in the work of people-making, by coincidence or by intent. You 
may never know what seeds you’ve planted, or the way you’ve enriched someone’s life.  
 
As Kahlil Gibran said, “You are the bows from which your children, as living arrows, are sent forth.”   
 
May we be compassionate, flexible, intentional, and stable bows.  
 
All for now. Be well. 
 
Francie 
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Events: 
 

Please visit our website for the bulletins for our ZOOM services and our At Home Worship along with any other 
virtual or in person gatherings    https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 
 

Friday, 14th May  10–11 am    Zoom Coffee Break with Jane – the last one! 
Please email Wesley for ZOOM link; wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com 

Sunday, 16th May  10 am  ZOOM Sunday Worship  
Please email Wesley for ZOOM link; wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com  
Sunday, 16th May     Home Worship   
A Home Worship service provided as an alternative to In Person Worship on our website 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 
Tuesday, 18th May   4-8 pm      Highland Dance 
Sunday, 23rd May  9:30 am St James Worship at Oak Hill Hall - in Person Worship 
Sunday, 23rd May  11:30 am      Wesley United Church - In Person Worship   
Sunday, 23rd May    Home Worship   
A Home Worship service provided as an alternative to In Person Worship on our website 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

 
 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event or season!  Please 
email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them to go on 
the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on all but the bulletin) 
Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 

In case of pastoral emergency, contact Rev. Jane Doull 

call 529-3474 text 467-1494  email jvdoull@gmail.com 

Any other matters please contact Barb Sheen, Chair of the Worship Committee on 469-4631. 
 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
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