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Please visit our website https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

for any updates and information 

 

Centering Prayer 
Great Creator, 
How wonderful are the works of your hands! 
You have created the birds of the sky, 
The animals of the land, and the fish of the sea. 
You feed us with all things good and we are satisfied. 
If you turn from us, we will wither and die, 
But instead you send your Spirit to renew us, 
As you rule the earth, your glory will last forever. 
May we glorify your name and sing praise to you all our 
lives.  Amen. 
 

Readings:  

Psalm 104: 1-17 
1 Praise the LORD, my soul. LORD my God, you are very 
great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.  
2 The LORD wraps himself in light as with a garment; he 
stretches out the heavens like a tent  
3 and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their 
waters. He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the 
wings of the wind.  
4 He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.  
5 He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.  
6 You covered it with the watery depths as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  
7 But at your rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your thunder they took to flight;  
8 they flowed over the mountains, they went down into the valleys, to the place you assigned for 
them.  
9 You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth.  
10 He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains.  
11 They give water to all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst.  
12 The birds of the sky nest by the waters; they sing among the branches.  
13 He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.  
14 He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate— bringing forth food from 
the earth:  
15 wine that gladdens human hearts, oil to make their faces shine, and bread that sustains their 
hearts.  
16 The trees of the LORD are well watered, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.  
17 There the birds make their nests; the stork has its home in the junipers. 
 
 
Genesis 1: 28-31 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree 
that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all 
the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath 
of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day. 
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Ponderings 
Both readings contain versions of the Creation story, which are meant to help us appreciate the 
vastness, beauty and mystery of the Universe and in particular that of the earth.  They are not meant 
to be factual or historic timelines but metaphoric of how Divine Love created a home (a tent/dwelling – 
Oikos) for us and all the flora and fauna that live on this planet.   
 
Bring to mind all the birds, fish, mullusks, insects, grasses, deers, animals, trees, etc that inhabit just 
our small corner of this world.   
 
There is an interdependence of all living things and a relationship of giving and gratitude.  “You make 
springs gust forth in the valleys…giving drink to every wild animal.  You cause the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and plants for people to use.” (Psalm 104: 10&14) 
This is our call to be stewards for all of creation, to put our faith into action, by giving of our time, talents 
and resources as a response of gratitude for the gifts of God.  God provided us with a home and we 
must care for that home and all who dwell within it.   
“God blessed (humanity) and said, ‘Bear Fruit, increase your numbers and fill the earth—and be 
responsible for it! Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things on the 
earth!’” (Genesis 1: 28)   
 
Creation constantly gives of itself for us, what do we give for creation? 
 
As a devotional for the Season of Creation I am reading the book Drumming From Within: Tales of 
Hope and Faith from Canada’s North.  The Author Sylvain Lavoie says, “In the worldview of Aboriginal 
people, everything is mystery, sacred, spiritual, and all is related.  We are placed here, the most 
dependent of all creatures, not to dominate the world but to relate to it and to enter into relationship 
with all of creation.  That world view is waiting to be rediscovered.  The Western world is now realizing 
that over-reliance on science and technology has let us down and led to an ecological and economic 
crisis (p.33).” 
 
God’s Oikos is not just a place but also a feeling, a relationship.  We are to be connected on this planet 
as one ‘beloved community’, seeing the Divine within all.   
For me this is about establishing the kin-dom in which we understand not only that all of humanity are 
children of God but also the plants and animals are our brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 
How can we build these relationships? 
For ideas go to https://www.prayandact4climate.org/ 
 
 
 

Music for Reflection:  VU226  “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDnmVECSdKQ 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer (Alternative Words) 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and 
Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echoes through the 
universe! The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly will be done 
by all created beings! Your beloved community of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on 
earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip 
of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.  
 
(Adapted from The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa. This version of the Lord’s prayer was 
influenced by Maori theologians) 
 
 

 

https://www.prayandact4climate.org/
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Events and Announcements 
 
Sunday September 19th  -    No worship for St. James 
Barb Sheen leading worship at Wesley 
 

Wednesday September 22nd - Fall equinox Interfaith Celebration 7pm at Indian Point Beach 
(near campground entrance).  "Remembering Light , Embracing Darkness” All ages welcome.  Bring 
a mask and chairs, hand drums and tambourines.  Rain date: September 23 
 

Sunday September 26th - Wesley and St. James joint worship and picnic 11:00am  
(Sharon Hannan’s home 921 Rte745, Oak Hill and the rain location is the Oak Hill Hall.   
Please bring chairs, dishes and some food to share!) 
 

Thursday September 30th - Orange Shirt Day / National Day for Truth & Reconciliation  
We are asking that people begin to bring children’s shoes to church for a display of remembrance for 
the children who attended Residential Schools.  We are also looking for orange fabric to make 
ribbons to tie to trees and poles outside our buildings. 
 

Thursday September 30th - Truth and Reconciliation Event 5:00pm at Tracy Dean’s Bird platform 
at Indian Point (Saint Andrews).  There will be speakers, a smudge, 2 minutes of silence, and a walk.   
 

Sunday October 3rd – Worldwide Communion Sunday 
 

Sunday School 
We are hoping to get a small Sunday School running in October for school-aged children.  
 

Thanks to everyone who adapted to changes in the church through Covid.  You learned to 
worship with Zoom, listen to YouTube hymns, have virtual meetings, build community in new ways, 
join PAR, make e-transfers, appreciate the small things, gather outside and so much more which 
seemed impossible only a short time ago.  Thank you for being so resilient and adaptable! 
 

Office Hours:  Natasha is generally in the office Monday-Thursday 8am to 4pm, taking Friday off.  You 
are encouraged to stop by for a visit on Monday and Wednesday mornings so that she can get to know 
you better! 
 

 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 

 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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