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READING 
The earth turns gaunt and gray, 

    the world silent and sad, 

     sky and land lifeless, colorless. 

Earth is polluted by its very own people, 
    who have broken its laws, 
 disrupted its order, 
violated the sacred and eternal covenant. 
Therefore a curse, like a cancer, ravages the earth. 
Its people pay the price of their sacrilege. 
    They dwindle away, dying out one by one. 
 

PONDERING 
Isaiah wrote these sad words (24:4-8). Of course, he was not talking about carbon dioxide and 

plastics, chemicals and vast land fills. He was condemning what we might call “a moral pollution” that 

affected the earth.  He argued that bloodshed, disregard for the sacred law and moral corruption, 

stop the land from thriving and prospering. Biblical writers could not have imagined the modern 

capacity of humankind to pollute and alter the planet that God created. They would be aghast at our 

consumption, our waste and power over nature. But they understood the idea that our actions have 

consequences for the land; that what is in our hearts will be manifest on Earth. 

Earth now reveals the extent of human greed and lack of reverence for life. You know the sober tone 

of climate statistics: the extreme heat events, the rising sea levels and melting polar icecaps, the 

massive declines in wildlife populations.  Many changes that humanity has caused are already 

irreversible.  It is so difficult to give head space to the environment when the pandemic is threatening 

us and the future is so unknown. But we must. It is our sacred trust. 

Ironically, Earth itself gives us the energy to tackle these immense problems. Earth heals us even as 

we harm it. Earth strengthens us even as we degrade it. Reviving our love of nature, our sense of the 

sacredness of earth can energize our environmental activism.  A life of earthkeeping requires 

cultivating practices that fortify your spirit for journeying through this beautiful, marvelous, world of 

wounds. 
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LISTENING   
We enjoyed this brief video in church last year, but it is worth revisiting. It may help reset you 
attention to this precious planet.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elRzXsxI3Ws 

 
READING   “Earth”  By Mark L. Belletini 

This is our earth. 
It falls through heaven like a pearl 
in a glass of plum wine. 
There are no other earths that I know of. 
There are no other skies that we have mapped. 
This is our earth. 
The Oneness who gave birth to it 
remains nameless. 
There was no midwife then 
to bring us word of the birth-cry. 
We only rejoice that it is. 
This is our earth. 
Ice caps its head. Glaciers clasp its feet. 
Warm wind, like the breath of a lover, breathes around its breast. 
Mountains thrust up to the clouds, bringing joy. 
Storms blow across its shores, bringing fear. 
Silvery fish capture sunlight and bring it down 
into the deep, as on shore, valleys spread 
with ripening fruit. Cities teem with the 
poor and disenfranchised in the shadow of 
golden towers. Children live and also die. 
Highways throb. Monks sit in silence. Mothers 
work. Crickets chirp. Teachers plan. Engineers 
design. Fathers write letters. 
People marry 
with and without the blessings of law. 
People cry. 
They laugh, and brood, and worry and wait. 
This is our earth. 
There are no other earths. 
Before its wonder, philosophers fall silent. 
Before its mystery, 
poets admit their words are shadow, not light. 
And all the great names religious teachers have left to us— 
Ishtar, Shekinah, Terra Mater, Suchness, Wakan 
Tanka, Gaia— 
suddenly refuse to announce themselves. 
And so we too fall silent, 
entering the time where words end 
and reality begins. 
Today, focus your attention upon Earth, not just as a backdrop for your life, but as the sacred home 

of which we are a part. Feel the praise well up within you. What can you do for the planet today? 

PRAYER 
Holy One, in each leaf, in each sunset, you invite us to see your presence and find ourselves as part 
of all life.  You, our maker, nourish us with beauty and ancient words of wisdom and call.  We are 
born from you and in you we live and move and grow as your community of faith.  Deepen our 
appreciation for your wonder and mystery rooted in our veins as life blood, as spirit song, as the 
ground of our being.  As a child formed in their mother’s womb, we are formed in you, each one of us 
being made into your body, your church, your blessing for the world.  Amen. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elRzXsxI3Ws
https://www.uua.org/offices/people/mark-l-belletini


Events and Announcements 
 
Sunday September 26th - Wesley and St. James joint worship at Oak Hill Hall 11:00am  
Picnic Cancelled – joint worship at Oak Hill Hall - all welcome 
 

Thursday September 30th - Orange Shirt Day / National Day for Truth & Reconciliation  
We are asking that people begin to bring children’s shoes to church for a display of remembrance for 
the children who attended Residential Schools.  We are also looking for orange fabric to make 
ribbons to tie to trees and poles outside our buildings. 
 

Thursday September 30th - Truth and Reconciliation Event 5:00pm at Tracy Dean’s Bird platform 
at Indian Point (Saint Andrews).  There will be speakers, a smudge, 2 minutes of silence, and a walk.   
 

Sunday October 3rd – Worldwide Communion Sunday 
 

Office Hours:  Natasha is generally in the office Monday-Thursday 8am to 4pm, taking Friday off.  You 
are encouraged to stop by for a visit on Monday and Wednesday mornings so that she can get to know 
you better! 
 

 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 
 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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