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Mark 10:46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son 
of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!" 
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on 
me!" 
Jesus stood still and said, "Call him here." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart; 
get up, he is calling you." 
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
Then Jesus said to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" The blind man said to him, "My teacher, 
let me see again." 
Jesus said to him, "Go; your faith has made you well." Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way. 
 

Music   Be Thou My Vision  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8niHpeHW0xQ 
 

Ponderings 
Miracle stories create a bit of a problem for me. Why heal this one and not that one? Does God really 
break natural laws at a whim? I understand that to be considered a divine wise person during this time 
in history, the populous expected miracles and other wondrous acts to prove it. And that is affirmed 
when I read that some of the miracles of Jesus are similar to some of Buddha’s: Jesus walked on the 
Sea of Galilee; Buddha crossed the River Ganges without a boat. Jesus by a word or the touch of His 
hand healed the sick; Buddha healed a sick woman by a single look. Jesus fed five thousand on five 
loaves and two small fishes; Buddha fed five hundred with no previous supplies. The similarities make 
me question the miracle stories. So I tend to either treat these stories as lively metaphors, or I focus 
my attention on Jesus’ teachings overall. 
 
But I still love this dramatic story of blind Bartimaeus! It is easy to imagine a ragged beggar sitting at 
the roadside watching Jesus and his followers walking by. He calls out, as unwell or desperate people 
on a street corner might do and is shushed by the followers. But it is the troublemaker that gets the 
nod, not the ones who have presumed to keep the rabbi untroubled. When have you been a 
troublemaker, or an outsider? How have others treated you? Or if you place yourself as a follower, how 
have you treated the marginalized? 
 
When Jesus calls Bartimaeus to him, Bartimaeus throws off his cloak. In that time, a beggar’s cloak 
was his occupational uniform, as well as his sleeping bag. So it is very significant that he discards it.   
“Away with this baggage,” he may have murmured, “I want to be a whole man again.”  What do we 
need to discard to move on to a fuller life as individuals and as a community? 
 
When Bartimaeus cries out to Jesus for mercy, with amazing insight, he calls him “Son of David”. 
Remember that the Jews expected the messiah to be the legitimate heir of David’s throne, so 
Baritmaeus’ statement is politically loaded and could spark some trouble with the authorities. Is that 
why people tried to silence him? Or did they simply find Bartimaeus to be too uncouth and lowly to 
bother the holy teacher? Is there any political trouble that you are called to? Like fighting to halt climate 
change, or advocating for liveable incomes. Think of the civil rights leader, John Lewis, who said "Get 
in good trouble, necessary trouble, and help redeem the soul of America." 
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In the passage preceding this, James and John have asked if they can sit at Jesus’ side “in glory”, 
which shows their hubris and lack of understanding. In contrast, this lowly beggar is both bold and 
humble. He continues to follow Jesus to Jerusalem, and so is sometimes called “the last disciple”.  
“…Mark presents Bartimaeus as an ideal disciple: though he is blind, he exceeds the disciples in 
insight; though he is a poor beggar, he exceeds the rich man in leaving behind his possessions; and 
though the cross is just around the corner, he does not “Go,” as Jesus tells him to do, but rather 
courageously follows Jesus “on the Way”.  We have much to learn from him. 
 
 -For this reflection, I have leaned on an article in progressivechristianity.org by Bennet Sims 
 
 

Music    With My Own Two Hands    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sc8t6BZUSJs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer: Thank you Creator God, for this autumn season. With all your creatures, we harvest and 

store and prepare for the coming winter. We savour the last warm days, even as we inhale deeply the 
chill air of fall mornings. We are blessed by these cycles of changing seasons that ground us in nature. 
 
Grant us a vision, O Holy One, to lead us forward as individuals and as a community. As the leaves let 
go of their trees, may we have the wisdom to throw off ideas or habits that hold us from the fuller life 
you desire for us. Grant us courage to work for a better world with our own two hands; to make changes 
and endure good trouble for justice and well-being for all. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Coins For Kids 
 

During this time of Thanksgiving, we have much for which to be grateful. Some very close by, however, 
do not have as much. It is difficult to believe that, in such an affluent community as Saint Andrews, 
hunger exists, but it does. There are children who arrive at Vincent Massey  Elementary School in the 
morning, hungry, having had nothing to eat.  
 
It has been proven that a hungry child has a more difficult time to learn and therefore, succeed. Vincent 
Massey School has implemented a Breakfast Program to help give each student a nutritious start to 
their day of learning. The United Church Women, through our “Coins For Kids” project help support 
this endeavor.  
 
Our fundraising activities, because of recent events, have been interrupted and we are asking for your 
help. Your donation can be placed in the offering plate, mailed in form of a cheque to Wesley or made 
by e-transfer to wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com. Be sure to mark your donation Coins for Kids. 
Thank you for making a difference.  
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Events and Announcements 
 

October 24th:  Zoom Worship  10am – 11am  
If you wish to join in the service, please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com for the zoom 
link or phone in.       (The Link has been emailed out to our Congregation list) 
 

October 28th: Worship Meeting (10am at Wesley) 
 

October 31st: Regular Morning Worship and Special All Hallows Eve Service 2pm in the Old 
Methodist Cemetery.  This short service will honour our ancestors and those whom we grieve as we seek to feel 

their presence around us.  As part of this gathering, we will lay flowers in a symbolic act of acknowledging the lives of our 
loved ones and our loss.  
 

1st November: Day of the Dead/Samhain Ceremony  7pm 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St., Saint Andrews, NB   Hosted by Maria Recchia 
All are welcome to join our annual candlelit interfaith ceremony to remember our loved ones who 
have passed on. In the natural world, this is the dying time. It reminds us to honour and remember all 
those who have gone before us, and to celebrate the preciousness of our own life. This will be a 
socially distanced event and masks will be required.  
 
Drop-in Office Hours  Changed 
Natasha will now be available to drop-ins on Tuesday mornings 9:00am-Noon 
(Though Natasha works primarily from the church office she is sometimes out or unavailable due to visits, meetings, 
etc.  If you would like to visit outside of Tuesday morning, please make an appointment.) 
 

New!  Gifts with Vision Catalogue 
Check out this UCC M&S publication that allows you to choose where your donations will go and 
offers great Christmas gift options that make a difference! 

• A few print copies are available at the back of the sanctuary 

• Go online to www.giftswithvision.ca 

 
Wesley Sunday School   
Sandra and Kaylee Garrish are teaching Sunday School for children aged 5-12 years every week 
except for when we worship via Zoom.  Please share this information with your grandchildren, friends 
and neighbors. 
 

 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 
 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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