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Please visit our website https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

for any updates and information 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
 
 

Centering Prayer: 
Source of Life, we thank you for that spark that illumines our spirits to 
live with faith and love.  We thank you for those who have lived with 
us and who now live, in a new way, in a new place.  This is a time to 
celebrate life, past and present, as well as the faith that is passed 
from generation to generation.  May our faith give us peace in our 
lives.  Amen. 

 
Music:   
This hymn “Rise up, O Saints of God” is one that beckons us, as the 
living saints of God, followers of Jesus, community of the Spirit to 
live our faith.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cJsQx0Q43c 
 
 

Reading:        All Saints’ Day (1867) by Ada Cambridge 
Blessed are they whose baby-souls are bright, 
Whose brows are sealed with the cross of light, 
Whom God Himself has deigned to robe in white— 
Blessed are they! 

Blessed are they who follow through the wild  
His sacred footprints, as a little child; 
Who strive to keep their garments undefiled— 
Blessed are they! 

Blessed are they—the strong in faith and grace— 
Who humbly fill their own appointed place; 
They who with steadfast patience run the race—  
Blessed are they! 

Blessed are they who suffer and endure— 
They who through thorns and briars walk safe and sure; 
Gold in the fire made beautiful and pure!— 
Blessed are they!  

Blessed are they to whom, at dead of night,— 
In work, in prayer—though veiled from mortal sight, 
The great King's messengers bring love and light— 
Blessed are they! 
Blessed are they whose labours only cease 
When God decrees the quiet, sweet release; 
Who lie down calmly in the sleep of peace— 
Blessed are they! 

Blessed are they—our precious ones—who trod 
A pathway for us o'er the rock-strewn sod. 
How are they number'd with the saints of God! 
Blessed are they! 
 
*To read a longer version of the poem, please go to: https://www.poetry.com/poem/35/all-saints'-day-(1867) 
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What is All Saints Day?  
In ancient Celtic culture, the New Year was celebrated on November 1st, which marked the end of the 
growing and harvesting seasons and the beginning of the of the season of dying, cold and longer 
nights.  It was believed that on this night the veil between the worlds of the living and the dead would 
be thin.  This tradition continued with the Druids and Wiccans and their celebration of Samhaim, which 
was a festival of honouring the dead.  It was believed that on this day, souls would return to visit their 
homes and families.  People set bonfires and sometimes wore masks to scare away or confuse evil 
spirits that might be lingering around. 
 
Later, Samhain merged with Christianity as the Romans conquered western Europe and November 1st 
became known as All Saints Day.  It is a day to remember the ancestors of our faith and pay tribute to 
our deceased loved ones.  Many people set out pictures of the dead and light candles in their honour 
to welcome their presence.  A few may even dress up to keep unwanted spirits at bay (and scare 
neighborhood children).   
 

Ponderings: 
We all carry grief with us and this week can offer opportunities to express that grief through prayer, 
candle lighting, looking at pictures, laying flowers etc.   However, in general, this time is not meant to 
be sad and somber but more a time of gratitude and celebration for our ancestors (not just those who 
have died in our lifetimes).   It is perhaps a time to look into our genealogy, read on historical records, 
remember the Ministers and lay leaders of our church from the past. 
 
For those who suffer from SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder) and really struggle with the shortening 
days, Halloween might offer an opportunity to experience darkness as a source of fun, amusement and 
beauty rather than dread and dreariness.  Consider doing some star-gazing and embracing the mystery 
of the night.   Can our secular practices also offer us sacred teachings?  How can we acknowledge 
that the veil between the living and dead is becoming thin?  Are you open to experiences of the 
presence of your loved ones who have crossed over? 
 

Music:  Enjoy the Spiritual “When the Saint Go Marching in” played by the Jazz Clarinet player 

Doreen Ketchens.  This song is played at most funerals in Louisiana as they march to the cemetery. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8ydGKtLRJw 
 

Remember in Prayer: 
UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) delegates meeting in Glasgow. 
Overburdened healthcare system from Coast to Coast to Coast. 
 

 

Meet Your Neighbour Men's Club online auction: 

meetyourneighbourauction.ca 
Registration and bidding starts this weekend 

 

 
 

Coins For Kids 
There are children who arrive at Vincent Massey Elementary School in the morning, hungry, having 
had nothing to eat.  
 
Vincent Massey School has implemented a Breakfast Program to help give each student a nutritious 
start to their day of learning. The United Church Women, through our “Coins For Kids” project help 
support this endeavor.  
 
Our fundraising activities, because of recent events, have been interrupted and we are asking for your 
help. Your donation can be placed in the offering plate, mailed in form of a cheque to Wesley or made 
by e-transfer to wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com. Be sure to mark your donation Coins for Kids. 
Thank you for making a difference.  
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Events and Announcements 
 

October 31st: Regular Morning Worship and a Special All Hallows Eve Service 2pm in the 
Old Methodist Cemetery.  This short service will honour our ancestors and those whom we grieve as we seek to 

feel their presence around us.  As part of this gathering, we will lay flowers in a symbolic act of acknowledging the lives of 
our loved ones and our loss.  
 

1st November: Day of the Dead/Samhain Ceremony  7pm 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St., Saint Andrews, NB   Hosted by Maria Recchia 
All are welcome to join our annual candlelit interfaith ceremony to remember our loved ones who 
have passed on. In the natural world, this is the dying time. It reminds us to honour and remember all 
those who have gone before us, and to celebrate the preciousness of our own life. This will be a 
socially distanced event and masks will be required.  
 
Drop-in Office Hours  Changed 
Natasha will now be available to drop-ins on Tuesday mornings 9:00am-Noon 
(Though Natasha works primarily from the church office she is sometimes out or unavailable due to visits, meetings, 
etc.  If you would like to visit outside of Tuesday morning, please make an appointment.)  
 

New!  Gifts with Vision Catalogue 
Check out this UCC M&S publication that allows you to choose where your donations will go and 
offers great Christmas gift options that make a difference! 

• A few print copies are available at the back of the sanctuary 

• Go online to www.giftswithvision.ca 

 
Wesley Sunday School   
Sandra and Kaylee Garrish are teaching Sunday School for children aged 5-12 years every week 
except for when we worship via Zoom.  Please share this information with your grandchildren, friends 
and neighbors. 
 
 
 

 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

 

 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 

 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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