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Please visit our website https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

for any updates and information 

 
 

The Power of Presence 
 

Prayer 
We give thanks to you, Holy One, for you sustain our every breath, support our every step, infuse every 
day with your love. May we walk each day in awareness of your compassionate presence surrounding 
us. In all trouble, in all joy, may we be grounded in you in faith, knowing you are with us. Help us, in 
turn, to walk with each other in compassion and trust, to give our heartfelt presence gladly, in Your 
name. Amen. 
 

Music   We Are Pilgrims      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYpH3y4608E 

 
If God hadn’t been there for me, 
 I never would have made it. 
The minute I said, “I’m slipping, I’m falling,” 
    your love, God, took hold and held me fast. 
When I was upset and beside myself, 
    you calmed me down and cheered me up.     Psalm 94: 17-19 (The Message) 
 
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had.   Romans 15:5 
 
 

Ponderings 
I want to share this story with you… 
 
 Even before the death of George Floyd, Minneapolis sometimes saw 11 homicides a month. 
Some courageous church members, many elderly, asked the police department to identify the most 
dangerous spots in their inner-city neighbourhood. Then they took their lawn chairs and simply sat 
down on street corners to act as “violence interrupters”.  Compared to previous summers, homicide 
numbers, plus incidents of rape and aggravated assault plummeted during the weeks of their 
experiment and stayed lower in following months! A similar act by volunteers in Nashville was equally 
effective, decreasing crime by 40%. 
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 It’s a strong gesture to unfold and lawn chair and simply sit where many people fear even to 
drive! Violence of any kind, whether it involves us or not, is a difficult situation to risk being caught up 
in, but desperate times also call on our ‘better angels’—and these Minnesotans are stretching their 
wings.  “We draw on the power of congregation—of family, of friends, and of community to try to 
interrupt the violence. And our faith gives us the courage to put ourselves in harm’s way,” they wrote. 
I found this an amazing form of faith-in-action… and I’m amazed that it helped so much! (Click here to 
read more: https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/09/08/were-interrupting-violence-
minneapolis-one-lawn-chair-time/ ) 
 
 The power of one’s presence cannot be underestimated. Look at the thousands of 
environmental activists from all over the world that protested at the COP26 conference in Glasgow. 
Their presence will help change the world! Think of international election observers who, by their 
presence, help to ensure the integrity of elections in countries that are transitioning into democracy. 
Remember times you have sat at the bedside of those who are sick or dying. It is not an easy thing to 
do, but it is so helpful. 
 
 Persons studying chaplaincy and pastoral care are soon taught about the “ministry of presence”. 
When faced with individuals in crisis, people are often tempted to fill the aching silence with answers, 
sympathy or assurances that things will turn out all right.  The feeling of helplessness before someone’s 
suffering is hard to face. We want to DO something, to make things better, to help. Yet many times the 
best thing one can do is simply be with the person. Sit there so they are not alone. This is the ministry 
of presence. 
 
 Wholehearted presence (physical, emotional and spiritual) is one of the greatest gifts we can 
give. Being listened to makes us feel better, not because our pain has been taken away but because 
someone has heard and acknowledged it. But it is also something that we give in times of celebration, 
and all the in-between times: giving a child attention as they play, listening to the stories of the elderly, 
letting a friend vent after a bad day at work.  In this world, we need to know that people are with us. 
Christians are supposed to embody a ministry that mirrors Jesus, that is an extension of our sense of 
God being with us through thick and thin. Being present is one of the best ways we can reflect the life 
of the one known as Emmanuel, “God is with us”. 
 
Know that your attention and presence is a shining gift and a ministry to all around you. 
 

Music   This is a sweet version of…..  Jesus Bids Us Shine  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSEdBoch1HE 
 
 
Blessings. 
 
Francie Howard 
 
 
 

Events and Announcements 
 
 

Sunday, 14th November     St. James Board Meeting 
Board meeting will be immediately after worship.  Those in attendance are encouraged to bring a bag 
lunch. 
 
Wednesday, 17th November 3–5pm     St Andrews & Area Open Door  

at Wesley United St Andrews  
 
 

Sunday 21st November  2pm   Covenanting Service at Wesley United Church 
Please join us in officially welcoming Rev. Natasha Pearen to Wesley and St. James as we commit to 
working together to be the hands and feet of God in our communities. 
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New!  Gifts with Vision Catalogue 
Check out this UCC M&S publication that allows you to choose where your donations wi ll go and 
offers great Christmas gift options that make a difference! 

• A few print copies are available at the back of the sanctuary 

• Go online to www.giftswithvision.ca 
 
 

Wesley Sunday School   
Sandra and Kaylee Garrish are teaching Sunday School for children aged 5-12 years every week 
except for when we worship via Zoom.  Please share this information with your grandchildren, friends 
and neighbors. 
 
 

Drop-in Office Hours 
Natasha will now be available to drop-ins on Tuesday mornings 9:00am-Noon 
(Though Natasha works primarily from the church office she is sometimes out or unavailable due to visits, meetings, 
etc.  If you would like to visit outside of Tuesday morning, please make an appointment.)  
 

Coins For Kids 
There are children who arrive at Vincent Massey Elementary School in the morning, hungry, having 
had nothing to eat.  
 

Vincent Massey School has implemented a Breakfast Program to help give each student a nutritious 
start to their day of learning. The United Church Women, through our “Coins For Kids” project help 
support this endeavor.  
 

Our fundraising activities, because of recent events, have been interrupted and we are asking for your 
help. Your donation can be placed in the offering plate, mailed in form of a cheque to Wesley or made 
by e-transfer to wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com. Be sure to mark your donation Coins for Kids. 
Thank you for making a difference.  
 
 

Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 
 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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