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Please visit our website https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/ 

for any updates and information 

 

ADVENT 1 
 
The four weeks of Advent are a time of mindful 
waiting for Christmas. In worship this Sunday, we will 
begin to light the candles of our Advent wreath. On 
the first Sunday of Advent, we usually talk about 
waiting in hope. Ah, hope! In this perilous age, amid 
a global pandemic, rampant climate change and 
various threats to democracies (not to mention 
various personal concerns), it is too easy to despair.   
Consider: Would you say you are a hopeful person? 
What is the difference between hopefulness and 
optimism? What makes you feel despair?  What 
helps you with those feelings? Have your 
expectations and hopes shifted because of 
circumstances (like health or job status)?  
 

Music:         Hope is a Star 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofDpce5uyRo 
 
You can be sure that when Hope is driving, courage is riding shotgun!  It takes courage to hope, as 
hope is always shadowed by possible failure. 
 

Reading:    from “Dancing in the Open Spaces” by David Rankin 

“During the Advent season, we celebrate the qualities of faith, hope, love, and joy. Yet these must be 
viewed through the prism of paradox. 
No Faith is worthy without the capacity to doubt all things—for then it is only credulity. 
No Hope is possible without the spectre of defeat in the wings—for then it is only dreaming. 
No Love is strong without the dread of loss in the heart—for then it is only passion. 
No Joy is complete without the certainty of sorrow in the future—for then it is only frivolity. 
Thus, it is wrong to mislead people with simplistic notions, for they distract us from the fullness of life. 
After all, the seas have storms, the clouds have lightning, and the roses have thorns—forever.”    
 
Paul says in Romans (5:5) that “Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”  That divine love gives us a generosity 
of Spirit, a resilience of heart, so we can keep hoping. And so we do hope, though aware of the 
possibility that our hope will not be achieved. We work for a better world, despite the ever present 
problems. We love, aware that those we love will not last forever.  We do our best. 
May courage undergird your hope so that you may live with fullness of heart in all things. 
 

Music:  (an oldie but goodie) Whispering Hope  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teaHyY2Uvms 

 
Prayer:  

God of Endless Possibilities, grant us the courage and vision to continue to hope for a better life, a 
better world, and justice for all. When evil darkens our world, give us light. When despair numbs our 
souls, give us hope. When we stumble and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give us faith. When 
nothing seems sure, give us trust. When ideals fade, give us vision. When we lose our way, be our 
guide! That we may find serenity and well-being in Your presence. Amen 
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Events and Announcements 
 

Christmas Poinsettias and Bulletins    

Anyone wishing to place poinsettias in the church sanctuary for Advent and Christmas Eve, or 
sponsor a bulletin, please speak with Barb Sheen. Her cell phone is 506-461-4631 and email is 
barbsheen@hotmail.com 
 

Dorothy Friars  
Wesley United received a lovely note from Dorothy this past week via her granddaughter, Rosalie, 
reminding us that Dorothy will be turning 95 on Dec 6th and still loves to get notes, cards and phone 
calls. Her email has been placed on the back counter. Her contact info is below. 

170 Metcalfe St. Suite 463 
Guelph, ON N1E 4Y3 
Phone 519-767-5690 

 

Sunday 27th November at 1-3pm – see poster below 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 12th December at 2pm   Community Carole Concert 
Donations collected for Food Bank - More details to follow 
 

Wesley Announcements 
Memory Tree – in sanctuary throughout Advent 
We acknowledge our grief and struggles through this season by writing the names of loved ones who 
have passed on tags and placing them on the tree.  Forever remembered, always present. 
 
Tinsel and Tidings – Sunday Dec. 12th at 2pm 
Community Christmas Variety Show with piano, harp, flute, guitar, solos, duets and readings.  
Admission by donation with the proceeds going to the Food Bank.  Proof of Vaccination and mask 
required. 
 

Quiet Christmas – Fri. Dec. 17th at 6:30pm 
A reflective service of candle lighting and mediation, designed for those who seek a quiet refuge from 
the often overwhelming festive nature of Christmas. 
 

St. James Announcements 
 

December Services will be held at Scotch Ridge Church. 
 
Travelling Christmas – Sunday Dec. 19th at 2pm 
Join us for this 2nd annual tradition that is open to the community. 
We will begin at Oak Hill Hall and travel to Scotch Ridge and end at Marilyn Steen’s house. 

mailto:barbsheen@hotmail.com


Please check our calendar on our website for any upcoming events or changes to events 
https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca/events/  

 
 

Dedications are most welcome remembering, honouring, celebrating a special person, event 
or season!  Please email wesleyunitedstandrews@gmail.com with your request.  Thanks! 

Photos or any other requests to go with dedications – favourite flower or season etc……. 
 

Please send all announcements to: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com  State if you wish them 
to go on the Bulletin, the COOP, Facebook page, Website, or all four!  (photos can be placed on 
all but the bulletin) Thank you! 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  may be given to our Prayer Circle by 
1. contacting Barb King davebarbking@gmail.com 

2. contacting Sharon Hannan retired@xplornet.ca or phone 466-1435 
3. by asking any of us from Wesley/St James community to pass on a request 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sent to you by 
Wesley United Church, 77 William St, St Andrews NB E5B1W8 and  

St James Pastoral Charge, 731 Route 745, Oak Hill, NB E5A3C7 
 
 

Office email: WesleyUnitedStAndrews@gmail.com Website: https://wesleyunitedchurchstandrewsbytheseanb.ca 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Wesley-and-St-James-United-St-AndrewsOak-HillScotch-Ridge 
 

Minister - Rev Natasha Pearen  
email: rev.natasha.nb@gmail.com or   cell phone 506-898-0390 
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